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Here is what has come across my desk for special services during Holy Week:

BATAVIA - 7:00PM Maundy Thursday Service
CHERRY FORK, SEAMAN, & WINCHESTER –
7:00PM Combined Maundy Thursday Service
MOWRYSTOWN – 6:00PM Traditional Maundy Thursday Meal & Service
SEAMAN – 7:00AM – Easter Sunrise Service
There may be more. If you don’t see the church you are looking for, give them a call.

Greetings to our Eastern Area Churches! The Presbytery is thrilled that you will
be among the 17 churches joining nine cohorts for the next Living Churches
Initiative, beginning in April.
The Living Churches Initiative is funded through the Thriving Congregations grant the Presbytery
received from the Lilly Endowment. This work, lasting 6-9 months, will help leaders in our
congregations take the time to look at the far horizons for your churches and see what God is dreaming
for you, giving you some leadership and planning tools for the future.
Each of the churches of the Eastern Area will nominate two people, and we will put these together to
form two cohorts of 8-10 each. These groups will learn and dream and think and play together as they
create their future.
The other seven cohorts will be made up of churches within the Presbytery who have recently called
new pastors to their churches.
Every one of our congregations is critical to the Kingdom, and important to and loved by the
Presbytery. I wish you a blessed Easter and hope to be able to come worship with you very soon.

Lisa
,

From Winchester -

Ruth Wolfe, senior member of the Winchester
Presbyterian Church, marked her 101st birthday
today. She was born on the family farm near Seaman, 1
March 1920. Wilma Breeze, Mary McMurray, and
Elizabeth and John Robson brought gifts from her church
family and a card signed by all in attendance for worship
the day before.

From Georgetown –

It is with great sadness that the Georgetown Presbyterian Church is informing you of the
passing of Eric Myers: husband of Melissa Myers, son of Earl Myers, step-son of Barbara
Myers, brother or Brad Myers. Eric, age 56, has been in intensive care for COVID since
December 20. Service details will follow. Earl and Barbara reside at: 63 Dell Acres Drive,
Georgetown OH 45121.

Brotherhood programs -

are scheduled this year on the 3rd Mondays of several months at 7:00PM:
April 19 – Red Oak
May 19 – Decatur
June 21 – Ripley
August 16 – Cherry Fork
September 20 – Wheat Ridge
October 18 - Russellville

From Red Oak –
The People of the Red Oak Church are delighted to have returned to in-person worship in
March. Devoted to their friends in the community and their families, their prayer list is getting
quite long. Please add the Red Oak Community to your prayers.

From Cherry Fork –

Here is testimony to the fact that “the early bird catches the worm.” The clerk received a gift
card from the Presbytery for being the first to complete and send the statistical report.
Congratulations, Cherry Fork!

,

Here Is a Thoughtful Article for Your Consideration –
By Our Resident Scholar, Rev. Dr. Ruth Dunn –
A PREACHER'S CHALLENGE
From time to time, many preachers, including myself, discover they need to pause and wonder
why they preach. Why are they writing sermons? We ask ourselves, "Why are we doing a
monologue on Sunday morning to an audience of church members, week after week? Is it
because we think we have a responsibility to persuade people to believe what we believe
because we’ve got answers for them?? Is it sometimes because WE have questions and we
are trying to work out the answers through sermon writing, to help ourselves and you?" The
answer to these questions is "Yes to all of the above." Of course, the overlying purpose of a
Christian sermon is to unfold the truth and meaning of scripture, especially as it relates to the
life and teaching of Jesus, and show how that connects to our lives now, but those other
questions complicate the process.
Those of us who often preach from the Lectionary - the suggested scriptures that are offered
each week on a three-year cycle to touch on the important Biblical themes throughout the
church year - use them to give us starting points from which to deal with these themes. The
Lectionary doesn't give us the sermon, just the suggested scriptures to struggle with in our
own ways, rather than picking our own axes to grind each week. We Presbyterians are not
obligated to preach from the Lectionary; we are free to use it or not. But it does help us not to
yield to the temptation to write our own gospel. Yet even with the Lectionary we still need to
ask those questions about why we are preaching.
The truth is, we don't always know what people's questions are. Each person has his or her
own unique questions, and especially in a pandemic, we don't have enough opportunities to
find out what they are. And, to be honest, we preachers have questions of our own. The more
we face the issues that confront us in our own private and public lives, like death and illness
and other crises of people we love, conflicts within our own families, complications of a
pandemic, mass shootings in schools and grocery stores, political turbulence, and so much
more, we don't find easy answers, even in the Bible. We wish we had all the answers, but we
don't!!
The Bible is complex. It was written over a period of centuries, and was completed and put
together centuries ago, before pandemics, automatic rifles, computers and other technology,
social media, and other modern inventions. While there are many things that are the same in
Biblical and modern times, like envy, hatred, love, greed, poverty, selfishness, generosity and
much more, they happen in different contexts now.
,

Of course we are expected to interpret scripture, especially the life of Jesus, what all that
means, and how it relates to our present lives and experience now. The trouble is, the Bible
doesn't always give us clear answers to our questions and dilemmas. It was written by
different people in different times, places, and circumstances, to different communities for
different reasons, and it has come down to us through the ages through many different
translations of the original Hebrew and Greek. Of course, the writers of our scriptures were
telling about their experiences of God and God's people, but those experiences were not the
same for each one.
Things we were taught as children had to be basic and easy for us to understand, but as we
grew our lives and the world became more complex, so we have had to stretch our
understanding as we grew, and that continues as we continue to grow throughout our WHOLE
lives. How can we follow Jesus as the world changes? Old answers turn into new questions,
including for preachers. This makes being disciples more complicated for all of us. Sometimes
it feels like the questions are more important than the answers, because they bring us forward
on our journeys.
So what should preachers do? How can we make our sermons more relevant and
helpful? How honest should we be about the answers we don't know? How can we find out if
we are relating to YOUR questions and issues? Some weeks should we have conversations
with you instead of our monologues?
I ask for your feedback. If you have ideas, suggestions, more questions, please send them to
Barbara Jean so we can get a discussion going in The Vine. We would like to print them, but
will not use your name if you don't want us to. Please help us with our dilemma so we can be
more effective!!! Thanks!!!

1 Peter 1 3.
Our focus should be on accepting God's love and sharing God's grace. It's really
that simple. We believe that God will go to the extreme to love us and in return we
should accept and appreciate that love and show it by sharing that love with one
another. It's the foremost message of the Bible. We are loved by God now love one
another.
From the pen of my friend Rev. Bill Westmoreland
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