
  
    

   

 
      From: Barbara Jean Havens     
 

Every year this time comes around.  We roll up Christmas 
and roll out Epiphany.  There is something very reassuring 
as we settle into the rhythm of another new year.  Many 
changes are taking place in our Eastern Area Churches.   
 

The Eastern Area Steering Committee has just finished 
updating its By-Laws so that we are able to become more 
available to each and every church in our area. We have 
recently added Batavia, Cranston, and Williamsburg to our 
group.   
 

We began the Living Churches Initiative in 2021 and will 
gear up for more in-depth meetings and conclusions in 
2022.   
 

2021 saw the addition of our new Secretary to the EAC, 
Linda Watson.  We also added a greatly needed editor for 
the Vine, Karen T. Hughes.   
 

Just as we got to know the Rev. Dr. Bonnie Canizaro, Pas-
tor at Batavia, she is now retiring, and Batavia will be 
served by a delightful interim pastor, Rev. Don Smith. 
 

We also reluctantly say good-bye to John Robson as Pas-
tor of Winchester and member of our steering team.  He 
will still occasionally be preaching at Georgetown and Red 
Oak.  I will remain the Coordinator of the Eastern Area, but 
will also serve in the role of Pastor at Winchester.   
 

Before we know it, Ash Wednesday will be here!  Informa-
tion is yet to be announced regarding the Ash Wednesday 
Service on March 2, but we do know that Rev. Mike 
Hughes will give the homily.   
 

Some of our churches face an uncertain future as member-
ship numbers decrease.  But even they are still looking for 
ways to serve their communities with relevance and com-
mitment. Let us pray for each other.  It is my hope, my 
prayer, and my belief that through our unity and together-
ness we can strengthen and encourage each other along 
the way, for the sake of following Jesus – and that is what 
we are all about! 

Correction! 
By: Barbara Jean Havens 

 

Oops!  My apologies to Winchester and Seaman! Both did very 
well in collecting donations toward the CROP Walk.  However, 
in the previous issue of The Vine, Seaman was announced as 
the 2nd highest fund-raising church, but actually, Winchester 
should hold that title.  None of us are doing this for titles, of 
course, but credit should be given where due.   
 

People in many places around the globe will benefit in impor-
tant ways from the money we raised, including the Bright Lo-
cal Food Pantry and the Adams County Interfaith House.  
Thank you to all who participated!  
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From:  Norine Behm & Brenda Shupert 

 

 December was very busy for us!  Our Presbyterian Women 

had a lovely fellowship at their annual Christmas party on the 

1st.  They will return to the lessons of "What My Grandmother 

Taught Me" at their January meeting.  
 

 On the 20th, the church went caroling through the Village of 

Cherry Fork, before heading to Monarch Meadows’ facility and 

Seaman to sing to some of our family members there.  We ap-

preciated the refreshments served to our 20 carolers by Debbie 

Miller and Brenda Shupert.  And a big “thank you” goes to 

Carolyn Work for organizing this event! 
 

 We always look forward to our Candlelight Service on 

Christmas Eve!  Special music by Stephanie Shupert and Mat-

thew Leonard, Scripture readings, singing Christmas carols and 

sharing Holy Communion together made for a wonderful time 

of worship.  
 

 Our Christmas program on Sunday morning, the 26th, 

rounded out the month. We enjoyed piano duets with Jane 

Hesler and her daughters, Laura Jane and Hannah, as well as 

solos by Stephanie Shupert and Matthew Leonard.  Readings 

were shared by Dan Raines, Carolyn Work and Norine Behm. 

Thanks to Jane Leonard for organizing and leading worship. 
 

 Resource Table:  We have books, printouts and other mate-

rials available in the vestibule for take-home.   We also have a 

bookshelf in the back of the church filled with other books and 

resources that are available, as well.    
 

 Coming Up!    In 2022, we will be having Sunday school for 

all ages - Be prepared to attend!  Other events:  Women's 

meeting (1/5); Holy Communion (1/9) during morning wor-

ship. 
 

The Cherry Fork Congregation wishes all a Blessed New Year! 

“The Word became flesh and blood and moved into the neighbor-
hood.  We saw the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, 
like Father, like Son, generous inside and out, true from start to 
finish.”  
                  John 1:14 (The Message) 
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  Rev. Dr. Bonnie Canizaro 
 

Bonnie Canizaro shares that she dedicated her 

life to Christian service at the age of thirteen.  

As an adult, she earned a Master’s Degree in 

Education and Human Development.  She 

taught elementary school for many years before answering the 

call to ministry by enrolling in Louisville Presbyterian Theologi-

cal Seminary in 2004.  She later received her Doctorate from the 

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 2018. 
 

 After graduation from Seminary, Bonnie served as Pastor to 

several congregations over the years: The Sudanese Christian 

Fellowship; the United Presbyterian Church of Trinidad, Colo-

rado; and finally, Batavia Presbyterian Church from 2018 until 

her retirement in December.  She is moving to Pueblo, Colorado, 

near her daughter and son-in-law.  She plans to invest more in 

her writing ministry and discover new paths to which God is 

leading her. 
 

 Bonnie is known for her service to the communities in which 

she has lived.  She is also quite a prolific author.  Her writings 

show her impassioned heart for helping others find their calling 

in service to the Lord.   
 

 In her words: “There was a time when the church did not want 

women ministers.  There was a time when the church did not 

accept divorced ministers. There are companies today who try to 

get rid of leaders who are over 50, especially if they have had 

cancer - even if they are fully recovered. 
 

 But God calls whom God calls. I am a woman, over 50, who 

has had breast cancer, and who has been divorced (and wid-

owed) - and God called me to become a Presbyterian minister. 

There is no telling what God will do with willing individuals. 

There is no predicting what God can do in a group of people that 

is dedicated to God’s service.” 

A couple of our churches decorated at Christmas …  

     John Robson 
 

 Since entrance into this world, 
my life has had a faith center. 
With a Baptist mother and a fa-
ther from English Lutheran folks, 
Sunday school and worship were 
a given.  After church we would be sitting at the kitchen table 
and my father would ask his children, in turn, what we heard 
in the sermon.  We knew to “stay awake”! 
 

 The crucible of faith came while living in Paris, Illinois and I 
was asked to teach the junior high boys at Paris Presbyte-
rian.  Oh my, what those ten boys taught me!  Efforts to 
“retire” were always rejected by church leadership.  Elizabeth 
and I would organize weekend excursions to sporting events 
and use what we saw and heard for Sunday lessons.  When 
we ran out of junior high kids, we taught the 6-8 year olds (it 
was more for them to teach us).   
 

 A never-to-be-forgotten lesson I learned from all my stu-
dents:  behind the facade of middle class homes were deep 
hurts to share after-hours with Elizabeth or me.   
 

 Retirement led me to a two-year lay pastor course of in-
struction offered by the Synod of Lincoln Trails.   After we 
moved to Newport, Kentucky, I found myself leading bi-
weekly Saturday worship at Grand Towers, a public housing 
facility for seniors.  I have being doing so since 2014.  

  

 When the previous Pastor at Winchester retired in 2017, the 
Session there saw potential in my leading worship and teach-
ing Sunday school.  What a blessing for Elizabeth and me!  
 

 For close to five years those dear and faithful folks have 
been teaching me about Christ and life.  They have led me to 
open my eyes and ears to how Christ would have us apply 
love and truth in Adams County.  And they have helped me to 
see that my education must continue! 
 

Pictured above:  John, his lovely wife, Elizabeth and their 

Granddaughter, Natalie. 

In every issue, we want to give you the opportunity to get to know the Pastors and ministry leaders 

of our churches in the EAC.  Meet John Robson and Bonnie Canizaro, both retiring at the end of 

December.  We want to wish them well in the next chapter God has in store for each of them! 



 

 

The following article was written by 
Pastor and Christian author, Adam 
Faughn in 2019.  With the beginning 
of a new year, his “timely” words offer 
a provoking challenge! 
 

In the musical Rent, there is a song that reminds the listeners 

that there are 525,600 minutes in each year. Recently, I heard 

that song performed as part of a middle school choir show, but 

my mind turned away from the musical and to the lyrics of 

another song. 
 

It is a song we do not sing in worship as often as we once did, 

but the lyrics still resonate in my mind from time-to-time. The 

most poignant line of that song, in my opinion, asks the fol-

lowing profound question:  How are we using God’s golden 

moments?  (“Into Our Hands,” by Tillit S. Tedlie) 
 

As I put the thoughts of these two songs together, I started 

thinking about how I could accomplish so much good in just a 

tiny slice of those 525,600 minutes. 
 

 In about 12 of those 525,600 minutes, I could have stopped 

into a hospital for a brief visit and prayer with a fellow 

Christian recovering from surgery. 
 

 In about 2 of those 525,600 minutes, I could have typed a 

letter to mail to someone in prison. 
 

 In about 5 of those 525,600 minutes, I could have walked a 

plate of leftovers to a neighbor going through a hard time. 
 

 In 365 of those 525,600 minutes, I could have said a prayer 

with my child every single night of the year and given one 

more kiss on the cheek before they drifted off to sleep. 
 

 In 3 of those 525,600 minutes, I could have welcomed a 

new neighbor with a gift card or box of cookies. 
 

 In 1 of those 525,600 minutes, I could have texted or 

emailed someone who had visited our services, just to say 

“thank you” and to offer any assistance. 
 

 In 520 of those 525,600 minutes, I could have had a five-

minute devotional with my family twice a week, every 

week of the year. 
 

The list could go on, but you get the idea. When compared 

with such a seemingly large number - 525,600 - any one of 

those things just does not take much time at all. And, by the 

way, if you added all the things in that list up, you are still 

well under 1000 total minutes; less than 0.2% of the available 

minutes in each year! 
 

Too often, though, in the moment, we are paralyzed by think-

ing we do not have time to do something. And, at certain 

times, we may not. 
 

But, in reality, out of 525,600 minutes, can we not find even a 

slice of time that will provide those “golden moments” that 

really make the biggest difference?   
 

How are you using them?    

  
 

 We’re so excited about the doors God has been 
opening here at Seaman United Presbyterian recently!  A 

few months ago, we began two (count ‘em, two!) adult 

Bible Studies! 
 

 Sunday mornings, we have Adult Bible Study in the hour 
before worship service for anyone wishing to attend.  The 

discussion has been lively and we are learning so much – 
about God, about ourselves, about our service to Him and 

to each other! 
 

 Our Women’s Bible Study group meets once a month.  
The spiritual growth, the laughter, the tears, the relation-

ship-building happening within our group has been a won-

derful “God-thing”!  
 

 And … we’ll soon be launching the Seaman United Pres-

byterian website!  Cindi Cannon has been  working hard 

on this project! The website will help us keep our own 
folks (and the rest of the world) apprised of who we are, 

what we believe, upcoming events and all important infor-
mation.   
 

 Now, we can’t do an article at this time of year without 

mentioning our Christmas services.  What a blessed time 
(just as it is special at your church, too)!  The beautiful 

preludes (played by Beth Wright and Brenda Raines) and 

Pastor Mike’s messages prepared our hearts and minds for 
the Advent season. 
 

 Our Candlelight Service on the 23rd was such a special 

evening to celebrate our Lord’s birth!  We were very 
blessed to have Reece Meyers and Tait Johnson share 

their God-given musical gifts.  This service is always a 
highlight of our year. 
 

 So … whether we’re looking back at how God has 

blessed us or looking forward to how He plans to use us in 
2022, we can honestly say we serve an awesome God!   
 

 “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord, 
“plans to help you and not to harm you; plans to give 
you hope and a future.” Jer. 11:29    
 

 Great days are ahead and I’m so excited!  Aren’t you?? 
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See, I am doing a new thing!  

Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  

I am making a way in the wilderness and  

streams in the wasteland.   
 

                  Is. 43:19 (NIV) 
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  Moderator  …………… …….  John Martin 

  Vice Moderator  ….….  Rev. Mike Brazelle 

  Past Moderator  ……..  CRE John Robson 

  Treasurer  …..…………
…  Rev. Mike Hughes 

  Secretary  …………………
.  Linda Watson 

  Member  ……………..…
…..  CRE Norine Behm 

  Member  ……………..…
….   Rev. Dr. Ruth Dunn 

  Coordinator  …………... 
 CRE Barbara Jean Havens 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  The February/March, 2022 issue of 
The Vine will be coming up before you know it!  Articles are due 
in by Feb. 15th … help us stay updated on your church!  Thanks 
so much! 

 

When God calls you to do something, 
 

it isn’t your job to decide if you’re good enough, 
 

or if you know how to, 
 

or if it fits into the plan you have laid out for your life. 
 

It is simply your job to obey. 

From all of us to all of you,  
we wish you a safe and blessed 2022!  

Take care of yourselves! 
Pray for each other! 


