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Eastern Area Church News!
Rev. David Annett
Stated Supply Pastor at Cranston
Memorial Presbyterian Church
Hello, my name is David, and
I am a Pastor. If you would have asked me 30, 20, even 10 years
ago, I never would have thought that I would introduce myself
this way, but God's plans have a way of surprising us sometimes!
I was raised in the Presbyterian Church, so being in one now is
not a surprise, and though people used to ask me growing up
when I would go to seminary, I just never thought it was the path
for me. I was a chemistry major in college and started my working
career as a chemist at the Cincinnati Water Works. At the time, I
was preparing to enroll in medical school, or perhaps follow a
musical dream, but then something funny happened. I started volunteering with my church's youth group as a leader.
The youth group was a special place for me as a young person
and I was hoping to help create that experience for others. It must
have been visible how much I loved it because before long, a
friend, whose dad was a Pastor at Montgomery Presbyterian
Church asked me to serve their church as a full-time youth leader.
But that wasn't my plan! Could I really take a big U-turn in what I
thought I should be doing with my life and take a chance on ministry? God was making it clear that this unforeseen road was the
one I should take, and I have never looked back!
After serving as a youth leader for 12 years at Montgomery and
then Knox churches, I was blindsided again by a road that God
laid out before me - going back to school to attend Louisville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary.
I was not a traditional-style student at LPTS. My family was
settled in Cincinnati, with two children already and another due in
the fall. I had a job I did not want to leave. So instead of living on
campus, I commuted from Cincinnati twice a week to attend
classes and then came home. It was a different way of doing
things, but I really ended up enjoying it.
One of my summers in seminary was spent doing an internship
at Cranston Presbyterian. This wonderful congregation agreed to
let me learn how to be a Pastor with them. They walked with me,
supported me, and were an amazing gift from God. As it just so
happens, God was preparing yet another path for me with my time
at Cranston.
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As Memorial Day approaches on

May 30, 2022, let us be reminded
to honor all the brave

men and women who have

given their lives to protect our nation.

From: Norine Behm & Brenda Shupert
We had a great Easter breakfast prepared by the men!
Easter service was a wonderful share - the Bell Choir
played 3 songs with Stephanie Shupert accompanying
on the flute.
Ministry Praise notes!
The men of the church have organized a group and
will meet again in June.
 Jane Leonard is starting an early morning study
group on Sundays before church, beginning May
1st.
 The 4-H group that meets at the church recently
placed new mulch around the church. Larry
McIntire provided the mulch. We are thankful to the
4-H club and to Larry for their acts of service!


A church clean up day is planned for May14th, beginning at 9 am.
On Wed., June 1st at 7 pm, Shana Grooms will be giving an inspirational talk at the church. A local teacher
and author, Shana has two excellent books in publication: “From Pain to Pearls” and “From Pain to Pearls:
The Second Strand”. Everyone is welcome to come
hear her share. Please let us know if you would like to
attend so we can plan accordingly.
Praise God for his many blessings and the moving of
the Holy Spirit in the lives of our congregation!

When I graduated from seminary in 2018, Knox and Cranston got together to create a shared position for me. I still serve Knox as
the youth pastor, and now serve Cranston as their Stated Supply Pastor. It has been a joy and a privilege to serve both congregations
and to worship God with their communities.
My wife, Kristen, and our three children, Jacob (11), Lily (9), and Annie (7) love attending both churches. We are so thankful to
so many who have supported us on this most unexpected journey!
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By: Barbara Jean Havens, EAC Coordinator
Mark your calendars!
Our PICNIC and Annual Meeting is scheduled for June
21st at 6:30 pm at the Mowrystown PC. I hope all of our
congregations will send representatives. There, the vote
will finalize the approval of changes to the By-laws, as well
as elect a few new members to our Steering Team.
ALL are invited! Carry-in salad, veggie, or desert - EAC
will provide the meat. This will be a great time to gather all
members together for fellowship! Weather permitting,
we’ll meet outdoors, so bring a lawn chair. If it rains we
will gather in the church basement.
We have FINALLY finished updating the proposed
changes to the EAC By-laws!
Last October I wrote to you that the Steering Team was
in the process of updating the EAC By-laws. In that issue I
boldly stated that I was sure they would be finished by our
October meeting. I forgot that a group of eight people can
easily have eight different opinions on how to word even
one sentence! So, it took longer than I had projected.
At our April Meeting, we approved the final set. Most of it
is updated language with no change to policy. Here are
the changes of note:


The title of the “Eastern Area Council of Presbyterian
Churches in the Cincinnati Presbytery” has been
changed to the “Eastern Area Churches of the Cincinnati Presbytery”.
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By: Barbara Jean Havens

After the crushing blow of the death of Secretary and Clerk
of Session, Elder Elaine Ludy, the Georgetown congregation
has begun to recover. They are returning to a full-time worship schedule.
The role of Clerk will be filled by Linda Watson, who also
serves the EAC as Secretary. Elder Carolyn Tinnat will serve
as the Financial Secretary and Treasurer for the Georgetown
Church.
The Georgetown Church provides a home for the area’s
DAR and allows the use of its building as a practice facility for
the Children’s Christian Theater Group.
The Rev. Dr. Ruth Dunn leads worship on the first three
Sundays of the month, and John Robson leads worship on the
fourth Sunday, and the fifth during the months when there are
five Sundays.

By: Barbara Jean Havens
The Winchester congregation enjoyed their Easter Service with
communion and sweet treats served afterwards in the fellowship
room.
The congregation celebrated the life of Leona Faye Inskeep on
the Saturday before Easter. Leona is the sister of Wilma Breeze,
and lived to be 94 years of age! She was a remarkable woman in
many ways, as her 5 remaining brothers and sisters and 4 children
will tell you. Leona helped to found the Winchester Carmel Festival in her younger years.



Mission: To love, grow, and empower the Body.



Vision: The relationships between and within our communities will have enhanced the proclamation of the
Gospel.

The congregation is still participating in a 3-church cooperative
Community Prayer Meeting on the third Tuesday of every month
at 6:00pm. The last one was held on April 19 th at the Winchester
Presbyterian Church. The next one will be on May 17 th at the
Winchester United Methodist Church. We invite all persons interested in praying for the area to attend.



The Steering Committee of Officers shall be known in
the future as the “Steering Team of Leaders”.

“Look at the birds in the air.



Clermont County has been added as additional territory
of churches for potential membership.



The voting Churches shall consist of one Lay Commissioner (representative) and the Teaching Elder or Commissioned Ruling Elder of each member church plus
EAC Leaders.



Mid-term vacancies shall be filled by appointment of
the Steering Team.

We (the Steering Team) feel strongly that the language
changes are appropriate not only to the PC(USA) structure
and the structure of our Presbytery, but also to the times
we are in and the relationships we have and wish to foster
with the area congregations.

They don’t plant or harvest or
store food in barns,
but your Heavenly Father
feeds them.
And you know that you
are worth
much more than the birds. …
Look at how the lilies
in the fields grow
They don’t work or make
clothes for themselves,
but I tell you than even
Solomon with his riches
was not dressed as beautifully
as one of these flowers.”
Matt. 6:26 & 2828-29

Page 3

EAC NEWS!

May-June 2022

Confessions of a Newbie in the Presbyterian Church - A Short Story About Maundy Thursday
By: Rev. Mike Hughes, Pastor, Seaman United Presbyterian
It’s been over 3-and-a-half years now, so I’m getting better at this. In the beginning, though, there were times. Times when I
was thankful for a phone that was smarter than me. Times when I was thankful for the patience of others when I got that bewildered look on my face. Times when I was thankful for a Session that knew how to break in people like me.
There were also signs. The first one came when I was invited to a Session meeting of the Seaman church. I had been an elder
and a church board member in a different denomination for several years. I was newly-ordained through that denomination and
excited that I might be about to assume my first pastoral assignment. But what in the world was this “Session” thing, and why did
I need to meet with it?
It turned out to be less intimidating than I anticipated because, well, it was a board meeting. I could do that. Shortly after that
meeting, I found out I would need to meet with the “Executive Presbyter” and someone from the “COM” to see if they would allow an outsider to serve as “Long Term Pulpit Supply.” I sought more explanations. The Commission on Ministry made sense,
“pulpit supply” kinda means pastor, and the Presbyter didn’t wear a funny hat like the Pope. All good.
Then, early in 2019, I learned that the churches in Seaman, Winchester and Cherry Fork join together for a community “Maundy
Thursday” service every year. OK – you’re going to have to spell that for me. I mean, is Monday-Thursday a new day of the
week? Or does the service last from Monday through Thursday? Or maybe you’re just messing with me.
Google is our friend, and so are other pastors, or “ruling elders” or “teaching elders” or “pulpit supply.” Norine Behm and John
Robson guided me through the preparation for my first Maundy Thursday service, and by the end of that Thursday evening, I was
hooked.
God came, in all His glory and righteousness, and settled on the people gathered in His name in the service. His Word in scripture not only gave us instructions for the bread and the cup, but it also gave us an understanding of just how deep His love for us
was about to go. There was a reverence in the recognition that Jesus knew the time had come. Jesus predicted His betrayal by one
of His own, He predicted Peter’s denial, and He predicted, again, His own death. Friends, that is just more evidence of the amazing power and authority of our Lord and Savior.
By the time we got to Holy Communion (or “Lord’s Supper” or “Word and Sacrament”) that evening, my heart and mind were
prepared. Full disclosure here – Holy Communion is one of my favorite services. I am awed by the circumstances in which Jesus
introduced it and by the somber peace it brings to me. That time it was made even more special by the community of believers –
Norine and John and the congregants of the three churches, and our Facebook congregations.
And here’s the thing – I now look forward to Maundy Thursday service every year with great anticipation and expectation of
God’s presence. It is a wonderful time of fellowship and a wonderful way to prepare our hearts and minds for the celebration of
the most important event in the history of the world – the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ!

“Very early on Sunday morning, as the sun rose, they went to the tomb.”
Mark 16:2 The Msg.
For the past few years, Seaman United Presbyterian has celebrated Easter
Sunrise service in the Lions Club Park next to the church. There’s just something special - hushed and holy - about those early dawn moments on Easter
Sunday, the sky turning pink, then sort of rosy-yellow as the sun peeps up
over the horizon. The birds chirp their morning greetings to the world and
there’s a definite chill in the spring air. We have the benefit of coats, blankets and hot coffee to keep us warm as
Pastor Mike shares about that first Easter sunrise morning. What a blessed way to begin celebrate our risen Savior!
On May 7th, the women of the church will be enjoying an Afternoon Tea at Rambling Rose Cottage Tea Room in
West Union. It promises to be a great afternoon of laughter, food, fellowship … and a surprise or two!
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CALLING ALL MINISTRY LEADERS!!
For our July/August issue, I’d like to include articles about ministries from the ministry leaders at your church!
We’d love to have a short article from each church sharing anything from the ministries you have (Bible Study, children’s ministries, outreach, technology, music, missions, hospitality, etc.). If one or more of your ministry leaders
would write a few words about how they got started serving, the people they serve, how God has changed them (or
not?), how their passions are kindled … whatever feels right to put in the article.
Sometimes just learning about what God is doing in another church can stir ideas and excitement to open our eyes to
new things He might have for us where we are planted! And, of course, it’s one more tool to help us get to know
one another!
Article deadline for the July/August is June 8th. Thank you so much! I’m excited to see what you all have to share,
aren’t you?

Mark Your Calendars!
EAC Annual meeting & Picnic:
June 21st @ 6:30 pm @ Mowrystown PC
(bring a covered dish, a lawn chair & be ready
for a great evening of fellowship & fun!)

