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Having spent the better half of my life
on the east coast, the Midwest is new to
me, and I have to say I’ve never met a
more sincerely civil group of people than
Midwesterners.

The EAC will provide hot dogs, condiments, drinks and
table service. Bring your family! Bring your friends! And
bring your favorite side dish (if you can)! We’ll walk, we’ll
eat, we’ll fellowship!
The focus of the CROP Walk is to raise funds for worldwide relief. This is one of the missions of Church World
Service who provides:




Rev. Mike Brazelle

Adams Lake State Park
Ready! Set! Go! And come on out to the Annual CROP
Walk and Picnic!
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water where there is none,
animals and food to sustain villages,
blankets, tents and food to refugees,
aid to victims of floods, hurricanes, and fires, and to
those affected by the Russian war on Ukraine.

25% of the funds collected support shelters and food pantries right here in our own home counties.

From: Barbara Jean Havens
Here at Winchester, the UNEEDUS Adult Sunday
School came to a moment of decision after Missionary, Helen Ekstrom, of Guatemala passed away. The
class had been supporting Ms. Ekstrom for many,
many years.
Should we support another missionary family or a
local charity? The overwhelming feeling was that we
support within our own Presbytery and so the members voted to send their quarterly collections to the
One Hopeful Fund of the Cincinnati Presbytery.
The One Hopeful Fund provides grants to churches
who apply, funding many varied mission and outreach projects. As an example, the Winton Hills
Church Summer Program for children of the
neighborhood is one such recipient of grant money.
Wouldn’t it be great if every church in our Presbytery
could send just a little to the One Hopeful Fund?

I grew up in the beautiful old capital of Richmond, Virginia.
It has been in the news lately for its deconstruction of Civil
War monuments. As a young boy, I actually grew up just a
few blocks from those statues of Confederate generals that line
Monument Avenue. Living in Illinois and Ohio now over the
past decade has given me some literal distance from this social
conflict and made me think differently about it.
My faith was first nurtured in an independent Baptist church.
Our family started going there when we moved out to a rural
farming district not far outside the city limits. So, I know a
little bit about urban life compared to rural life, and I’ve
learned to appreciate them both. I like to go to Cincinnati almost as much as I like to leave its crowded highways off exit
ramps pock-marked with potholes.
As a still relatively young adult, I started attending the Presbyterian Church and that is when I felt called to go into the
ministry. I’ve come to appreciate the big umbrella of our denomination under which a diversity of people of differing
theological and political views can serve and worship.
I received my education at Columbia Theological Seminary
and also trained in Clinical Pastoral Education while there.
I’ve been at Mowrystown Presbyterian now for nearly four
years. Soon after coming here, I joined the Eastern Area
Churches’ Steering Committee, and now serve as its Moderator. I’m also involved in Presbytery with the Commission on
Ministry and have come to respect its ministry of accountability and support to the churches.
Some of the things that nurture my spirit the most are woodworking, photography, browsing bookstores and reading history.

“Be still and know
thatI am God!
I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted in the earth!”
Ps. 46:10 NIV
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From: Deb Tissot
Mark your calendars and plan to participate!
Sept. 4:

Celebrating Holy Communion

Sept. 4-10: Highland County Fair
Sept. 17: The Circle Ministry is meeting to make kits
for Operation Christmas Child (the church has been
collecting toys and money for this project through the
month of August)
Oct. 14:

Carnival at Bright Local School






As the appointed time approached for Seaman United
Presbyterian Church to dive into the “EnVision” exercise
of the Living Churches Initiative, I think there was excitement, anxiety, worry, fear, wonder, optimism, pessimism,
anticipation and trepidation. And that was just in the pastor! Oh, yeah, by the way – that’s me.
Here’s what we knew going in: this church community
has servants’ hearts. We are in our element when we are
serving meals, providing Christmas presents, and praying
for those in need. Our challenges include becoming consistent in our service and our limitations as an aging congregation.

I was most blessed by the visions of our future that God
gave each participant. As people around the table shared
their thoughts about what could be done to help move us
from being a church IN the community to becoming a
church FOR the community, it was obvious that God was
in the process.

(From the book by Stan Toler)



By: Rev. Mike Hughes

As Lisa Allgood, Executive Presbyter, led us through the
steps of the exercise, a new focus began to take shape.
Our serving DNA didn’t change, but the steps helped lead
us in a productive direction.

Red Oak Presbyterian
welcomed a new member
recently! We praise God
for this one making the
decision to move forward
in his spiritual journey!
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You asked the clerk at the computer store if WINDOWS
comes in stained glass
You remember when the church’s central air was
a funeral home fan
Your childhood Sunday School attendance pin was featured on Antiques Roadshow
You shake hands with everyone in the Walmart
parking lot
Your cocker spaniel played a sheep in a “live Nativity”
You have a first edition King James Bible

A few moments from our day of EnVision at SUPC:

If your congregation has already completed the EnVision step, I suspect you also experienced God’s presence
as you figuratively crossed the big water. If you’re still
counting down to your appointed time, I encourage you to
enter it knowing you have the grace, love, mercy and
strength of God, who promised His plans are to prosper
us, not harm us.
And please know this – this exercise works because of
the congregations’ involvement. That’s YOU!
I am very grateful for the people of SUPC who participated in person, and also for those who prayed for those
participating. Our “finished” product belongs to all of us
because you were right in the middle of it. Thank you!
Alright . . . what’s next?!?!

EAC NEWS!

Page 3

Sept.-Oct., 2022

The Eastern Area Churches enjoyed a combined worship outdoors at the Lions
Community Park in Seaman on Saturday evening, July 30 at 7:00pm.
Live keyboard music was provided by Colleen Shoemaker, and Karen Hughes enthusiastically led us in singing the
hymns. Matthew Leonard inspired us all with his solo of “Bridge Over Troubled Waters”. The cookies, brownies and
punch brought by so many in attendance were a delicious addition.
The highlight was the sermon delivered by Carol Buckhout, our current Moderator of the Presbytery. She spoke of
her interest in all of the churches, and the idea that we all belong to the Beloved Community of
caring, one for another.
Another highlight was provided by our Heavenly Father,
Who gave us ideal weather (70 degrees) and the most
breathtaking sunset as our view on the drive home!
Looking Ahead to October:



Pulpit Exchange
Town Hall Discussion about The Church
and Politics led by Rev. Terry Washburn

From: Norine Behm & Brenda Shupert
The women of our church enjoyed a great outing on August 3rd at The Porch in Hillsboro. What a great time of food,
fellowship and fun together!
On the 7th of August we held our annual picnic (indoors, because of threat of rain). Once again, it was a special time
of holy worship, good food and great fellowship!
The Annual Ice Cream Supper on August 13 th provided a profit of over $1,000.00 for The Women’s ministry! It also
showed how the church works together (the Women's ministry couldn't do this alone) - young, old, men, women, the
tired and the tireless all proved that the church is alive with serving others in Jesus’ name.
The Adams/Brown Brotherhood meeting was held at Cherry Fork on August 15th. There were two great speakers,
one from the Interfaith House and one representing the court. We learned about the improvements being made for food
storage at Interfaith and the loss of some government-provided food. The court speaker informed us that Adams
County is #1 - not a good #1 - in children being taken from their homes because of neglect and/or abuse. Points were
brought up on how faith-based organizations can help. There was much more to be shared.
On a personal note I was impressed with EAC's first community evening worship at the Seaman Lions Club Park. The
evening was perfect from beginning to end: the weather (God-blessed), the speaker, Carol Buckhout, special music by
Matthew Leonard, the refreshments (loved the punch!) and great fellowship! It was truly a God event.
Upcoming events:
A monthly luncheon is being planned for the community and
surrounding areas. Sue and Rick Fulton will be heading up
these events. We’ll have more details soon.
 A monthly youth activity is in the planning stages.
 On October 30th a movie afternoon is planned following morning worship and lunch.


Pictured: The women’s outing at The Porch
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FOR NEXT TIME!
What’s up with you this Fall? Send in your photos and
articles of all your ministry “doings” so we can enjoy them!
And don’t forget to let us know what your plans are for
Thanksgiving and Christmas!

Deadline for Nov./Dec. Newsletter: Wed., 10/12
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