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SUMMARY

More and more, congregations are making parts of their properties available for rent to bring in
income. This policy lays out elements of that practice to be aware of from a legal and liability
standpoint.

States can impose property tax if renters are for-profit institutions, or not-for-profit institutions but
not a religious institution whose mission aligns with that of the church. Simply stating that a renter
is a “mission of the church” (for example, a preschool) is generally not sufficient.

The Trustees of the Presbytery of Cincinnati must approve all contracts for building use by all renters.

All building use —even short-term —must be covered by insurance held by the renting institution using
the building. That insurance must name the church as second insured and must indemnify the
church and the Presbytery of Cincinnati from all liability. They must also agree to abide by (and must
sign) the church’s or the Presbytery’s sexual misconduct and child protection policies.

Other elements, recommended by the Trustees of the Presbytery of Cincinnati, to be included in the
contract between the church and any renting institution are appended to the policy.



