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Dear Siblings in Christ,
Grace to you and peace in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!

We are writing to introduce you to a timely and critical initiative launched by the Presbytery of
Cincinnati in collaboration with the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship (PPF)—the "Count Me In"
campaign. This initiative is a call for churches and faith-based organizations to unite in efforts to
promote peace and nonviolence, with a special focus on gun violence prevention, raising
awareness, and encouraging responsible gun ownership. In an era when gun violence
continues to devastate families and communities, this campaign seeks to confront the crisis head-
on through education, advocacy, and faithful action. By joining the ""Count Me In" campaign,
the Presbytery of Cincinnati will designate your Church as a "Peace Church," which means your
congregation has committed to join us in our efforts to spread peace in our communities.

The "Count Me In" campaign allows congregations to stand against gun violence and work
toward creating a culture of peace in our society. Together, we can address this public health
crisis and encourage safer, more responsible practices around gun ownership.

At a time when gun violence claims lives every day, this campaign offers a faithful response
rooted in the teachings of Christ, who calls us to be peacemakers. The Presbytery of Cincinnati
believes churches can be powerful agents of change in addressing this issue, and we invite your
congregation to participate in this critical work. Through prayer, education, and advocacy, we
can begin to turn the tide against gun violence and move closer to a world where peace prevails.

Council is asking all of the churches in the Presbytery of Cincinnati to take one of the
actions listed below, or another action that fits into their community space. We look forward
to hearing how your church engages with the "Count Me In" campaign, and we are available to
provide more information or discuss ways we can partner together.

Please visit https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2023/1/27/what-does-it-mean-be-pcusa-
peace-church or feel free to contact us directly for further details.

Thank you for your leadership and your commitment to peacemaking. We look forward to
partnering with you as we work together for a safer, more just, and compassionate world.

In Christ’s Peace,
On behalf of the Presbytery of Cincinnati

The Council of the Presbytery of Cincinnati
Reggie Roberts, Gun Violence Prevention and Awareness Ambassador


https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2023/1/27/what-does-it-mean-be-pcusa-peace-church
https://pcusa.org/news-storytelling/news/2023/1/27/what-does-it-mean-be-pcusa-peace-church
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Gun Violence Prevention and Awareness Toolkit for Churches: Count Me in
Campaign

1. Introduction to the Toolkit

This toolkit is designed to help churches respond to the crisis of gun violence by focusing on
prevention, awareness, responsible gun ownership, and advocacy. Initiatives like Raw Tools,
Guns to Gardens and the Be SMART for Kids campaign provide practical steps to promote safety
and prevent gun violence within communities of faith.

2. Theological Foundation

As Christians, we are called to be peacemakers (Matthew 5:9) and to care for the well-being of
all God’s children. Addressing gun violence, promoting responsible gun ownership, and
protecting vulnerable populations is part of living out our faith. The Count Me In campaign,
grounded in these values, encourages churches to commit to nonviolence, justice, and
community safety.

3. Action Steps for Congregations
A. Spiritual and Liturgical Response

e Prayers for Peace and Nonviolence: Include prayers in worship services that call for an
end to gun violence and promote healing for those affected.

e Sermons on Peacemaking: Preach about nonviolence and the importance of protecting
life. Use stories such as Jesus telling Peter to put away his sword (John 18:11) as a basis
for rejecting violence and fostering peace.

e Gun Violence Remembrance Services: Hold special services to honor the victims of
gun violence and pray for peace, healing, and justice.

B. Education and Awareness

e  Workshops on Gun Violence Prevention: Organize educational events that address the
root causes of gun violence, including poverty, racism, and access to firearms. Highlight
the moral and ethical responsibility of gun ownership.

e Promoting Responsible Gun Ownership: Partner with local experts to host safe gun
storage and responsible ownership training. Share statistics on how proper storage
reduces accidental shootings and unauthorized access, particularly for children.

4. Be SMART for Kids Campaign

A. What is Be SMART for Kids?

The Be SMART campaign focuses on reducing child gun deaths by promoting responsible gun
storage, education, and awareness. The acronym SMART stands for:

e Secure guns in homes and vehicles.

e Model responsible behavior.

e Ask about unsecured guns in other homes.

e Recognize the risks of teen suicide.

e Tell peers to be SMART.
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B. Promoting Be SMART in Your Church

Host a Be SMART Workshop: Invite a local Be SMART representative or trainer to
educate the congregation on gun safety and keeping children safe from unsecured
firearms.

Distribute Be SMART Materials: Share Be SMART resources, including brochures,
posters, and social media content, with church members. Include Be SMART tips in
church newsletters and bulletins.

Sunday School and Youth Groups: Incorporate Be SMART materials into youth
programs, teaching children and parents about gun safety in a way that’s age-appropriate
and easy to understand.

C. Engage Parents and Caregivers

Conversations with Parents: Encourage parents to ask other parents whether guns are
present in homes where their children visit and whether those guns are securely stored.
Safe Storage Demonstrations: Hold events where parents can learn about and purchase
gun safes, trigger locks, and other tools for responsible firearm storage.

5. Building Partnerships and Collaborations
A. Local and National Partnerships

Collaborate with Gun Violence Prevention Groups: Partner with organizations like
Moms Demand Action, Everytown for Gun Safety, and the Brady Campaign. These
groups can provide speakers, resources, and support for gun violence prevention
initiatives.

Support for Survivors: Offer pastoral care and support groups for survivors of gun
violence and their families, partner with local counseling services or nonprofits that
specialize in trauma recovery.

B. Work with the Presbytery

Attend and promote events sponsored by the Presbytery, other faith organizations,
and the civic government that promote gun violence prevention and awareness. This
includes our Peace Hope Love events, and any other events sponsored by the Presbytery,
such as RawTools and Guns to Garden Tools events.

6. Advocacy for Legislative Change
A. Advocating for Gun Safety Laws

Educate the Congregation: Host educational forums that explain current gun laws and
why policies such as universal background checks, red flag laws, and safe storage laws
are important for public safety.

Legislative Advocacy: Mobilize the congregation for action. Encourage members to
participate in letter-writing campaigns, meetings with lawmakers, and advocacy for
common-sense gun legislation that focuses on responsible gun ownership and community
safety.

B. National Gun Violence Awareness Days

Wear Orange Day: Participate in Wear Orange Day (June 5-7; more information at
https://wearorange.org/) and similar events to raise awareness about gun violence



https://wearorange.org/
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prevention. Encourage the congregation to wear orange and join community events
advocating for gun safety.

e Gun Violence Awareness Month: Host or join local events during Gun Violence
Awareness Month (June) to build public support for safer gun laws and honor those
affected by gun violence.

7. Practical Tools for Churches
A. Gun-Free Zones
e Designate the Church as a Gun-Free Zone: Create a safe space in your Church by
declaring it a gun-free zone. Use signage to inform the community and promote the
Church as a place of peace.
B. Conflict Resolution and Nonviolence Training
e Host Trainings: Provide youth and adults with conflict resolution and nonviolent
communication workshops. These skills can help de-escalate potential violence in homes,
schools, and communities.
C. Safe Storage Awareness
e Gun Safes and Trigger Locks: Encourage using gun safes, trigger locks, and other
safety measures. Share resources that explain the importance of securing firearms to
prevent accidents and unauthorized access.

8. Resources and Educational Materials

A. Books and Bible Studies

e Beating Guns: Hope for People Who Are Weary of Violence by Shane Claiborne and
Michael Martin.

o Gunfight: The Battle Over the Right to Bear Arms in America by Adam Winkler.
o Bible studies focused on peacemaking, justice, and nonviolence.

B. Videos and Documentaries

2. Armor of Light (2015): A documentary following an evangelical minister’s journey into
the gun control debate.

3. Newtown (2016): A documentary about the aftermath of the Sandy Hook Elementary
School shooting.

C. Web Resources
e Presbyterian Peace Fellowship: www.presbypeacefellowship.org
o Everytown for Gun Safety: www.everytown.org
e Be SMART for Kids: www.besmartforkids.org
e Guns to Gardens: www.presbypeacefellowship.org/guns-to-gardens
e Raw Tools: RAWtools | Nonviolence Training, Tools, and Resources

9. Follow-up, Evaluation, and Commitment
A. Track Progress
o Regular Check-ins: Assess the effectiveness of the Church's gun violence prevention
efforts. Track how many members have participated in the Be SMART campaign, and
legislative advocacy.


http://www.presbypeacefellowship.org/
https://www.everytown.org/
https://www.besmartforkids.org/
https://www.presbypeacefellowship.org/presbyterian-peace-fellowship-1/category/Guns2Gardens
https://rawtools.org/
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o Evaluation: Regularly evaluate the success of church initiatives and community
outreach, using surveys, reflections, and discussions to measure impact.
B. Continual Education and Advocacy
o Stay Informed: Keep the congregation updated on new gun safety developments,
legislative efforts, and opportunities to engage in advocacy and education.
o Expand Efforts: As the Church's engagement grows, look for new ways to involve
more members and expand your advocacy efforts.

Conclusion

This comprehensive toolkit equips churches to take action on gun violence prevention, promote
responsible gun ownership, and engage in initiatives like Be SMART for Kids. By combining
faith, education, advocacy, and practical solutions, churches can make a meaningful impact in
preventing gun violence and promoting peace in their communities.
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